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As they say, numbers tell a 
story — and what a great 
one it is when it comes to the 
terrific job that volunteers are 
doing at our County’s three 
main shelters! 
 
Did you know, on average, 
that over 160 volunteers 
work hard every month to 
walk over 500 dogs and 
socialize almost the same 
number of cats? 
 
Thus far this year, volunteers 
have donated an amazing 
9,063 hours of their time to 
these tasks as well as 
performed many other 
valuable functions (please 
see the chart above).  This is 
more than double the 
number of hours compared 
to the same period last year!  

At a time of severe and 
increasing budget cuts in 
our State and County, your 
hard work represents a 
tremendous extra help to 
shelter staff, who are 
stretched thin now.   

 

 
 

So please give yourselves 
a big round of applause — 

and thank you for being 
there for the animals!  
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Banning 
Grace Posalski 

Coachella Valley 
Deborah Baker 
Kim Brown 
Keith Burke 
David DeSaint-Cyr 
Jeff Dow 
Samantha Gaag 
Elise Hockaday 
Pam Marchant 
Julie Mendoza 
Glen Robinson 
Lou Sehovac 
Margie Trandem 

Riverside 
Mary Anderson 
Jesse Andrade 
Patricia Benavides 
Amara Channee 
Brittany Crest 
Amanda Figueroa 
Paloma Garcia 
Bryon Gavino 
Alejandra Gonzalez 
Joseph Gonzalez 
Lekani Green 
Hunter Hesslink 
Dallas Holt 
Joshua Kerlin 
Ashley Mahan 
Eva Manjarrez 
Consuelo  Mejia 
Nancy Montoya 
Christopher Mozelesti 
Carolina Perez 
Marisol Preciado 
Melissa Reynoso 
Rebecca Robles 
Rossy Rojas              
Lindsey Russo 
Esmeralda Salas 
Sandy Seefeldt 
Diamond Snader 
Joceyln Tapia 
Lizvette Tijerina 
Mallory Unis 

Kennel
Help
2%

Clinic
6%

Other 
10%

Training
8%

Grooming
1%

Clerical
10%

Offsite Adoption 
Events
17%

Dog
Socialization

23%

Cat
Socialization

23%

Volunteer Hours, 2009 

Luis (Fernando) Angulo 

    (6/27) 

Cynthia Arreguin (6/10) 

Andrea Calvo (6/7) 

Cindy Chavez (6/13) 

Shari Chevez (6/8) 

Billie Crawford (6/17) 

Stephen Cuomo (6/6) 

Joyce Ehlers (6/13) 

Craig Forshee (6/20) 

Yvonne Glass (6/3) 

Nicole Gonzales (6/1) 

Victoria Griffin (6/26) 

Christian Hackett (6/10) 

Michele Hart (6/12) 

Taylor Hinojosa (6/23) 

Lindsey Honorof (6/24) 

Danielle Hurtado (6/30) 

Mark Kandarian (6/16) 

Jannett Kincaid (6/5) 

Deanna Kinder (6/6) 

Leigh Kirk (6/12) 

Gemma Loresca (6/1) 

Allison McCoy (6/3) 

Yamilet Medina (6/26) 

Andrea Myers (6/19) 

Kristina Nesel (6/3) 

Erica Norman (6/25) 

Brenda Salas (6/9) 

Joanna Saldana (6/5) 

Martha Sanchez (6/1) 

Christine Sandoval (6/16) 

Carolyn Toellner (6/7) 

Omar Velasquez (6/25) 

Lesha Waters (6/24) 

Susan Woods (6/18) 
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Banning and Riverside:   
 
Did you know that you can be instrumental in helping a 
special animal to find a “forever home”?  Just sign up for our 
two-hour class to train as an adoption assistant.  You’ll learn 
how to help assist the public at outside adoption events.   
 
To sign up, please come to the Volunteer Office, or  call 

the Riverside Coordinator at (951) 358-7973 or the 
Banning Coordinator at (951) 922-3301.  

 
Additional training is required that includes shadowing our 
adoption counselors.  Please contact the Volunteer Office 
to attend this training and/or an upcoming event!  
 

Coachella Valley: 
 

¨ Volunteer orientation:  First Wednesday of every month.  
Required training for all new volunteers. 

 

¨ Adoptions assistant training:  Second Wednesday of every 
month.  Learn how to help adoption counselors onsite and 
at offsite events. 

 

¨ Dog socialization:  Exercise and walk adoptable dogs over 
the age of 6 months on a rotating basis. 

 

¨ Cat socialization:  Take adoptable cats out of their cages 
on a rotating basis for some “play time” and human 
interaction. 

 

¨ Laundry:  It’s a dirty job, but somebody has to do it!  Use 
our commercial machines to wash and dry towels and 
blankets for our kennels. 

 

¨ Scent of the Day:  As part of our enrichment program, 
introduce a different smell every day — like lavender or 
lemon — by spraying each kennel lightly near the gate. 

 
Please contact Cookie Briney for more info: 

(760) 343-4430. 
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¨ Banning:  Adoptions at Cabazon Outlets:  Every 
Sunday, 9:00 AM  — 1:30 PM.  Meet at the Banning 
shelter at 8:00 AM and ride over in the van.  Please see 
Amir and/or Brandy to schedule your dates. 
 

Adoptions at Petco:  Every Saturday and Sunday, 
10:00 AM — 3:00 PM, and Tuesday through Friday from 
12:00 — 3:00 PM.  Please see Amir and/or Brandy to 
schedule your dates. 

 

¨ CVAC:  Adoptions at Cabazon Outlets:  Every Saturday, 
9:00AM — 1:30 PM.  Meet at the shelter at 8:00 AM and 
ride over in the van.   
 

Adoptions at Petsmart (off Monterey Avenue, near 
WalMart, in Palm Desert):  Every Friday (11:00 AM — 
3:00 PM) and Saturday (11:00 AM — 4:00 PM).   

To sign up for an event, please contact 
your volunteer coordinator!  

 

¨ Riverside :  More information coming soon! 

We admit we were curious when longtime volunteer 
Evelyn Beatie showed up at the Coachella Valley shelter 
recently clutching the June 2009 issue of Harper’s 
Bazaar.  But, when Evelyn showed us one of the photos 
in the magazine, we were nothing less than thrilled.   
 
Talk about a heartwarming “rags to riches” story!  A 
young chihuahua that Evelyn adopted from our shelter in 
March 2006, whom she named Dulche, appears in a 
photo shoot about “new fashion looks.”  We’re sure you 
can pick out Dulche in the picture on the right:  he’s the 
really cute one wearing the classic fur coat and the 
understated choker. 
 
Thank you, Dulche, for serving as a great role model for 
all our shelter animals!   

 
 
 
 
 
And we hope you got 
some extra treats for 
putting up with all 
those finicky humans 
while they were 
taking the pictures! 
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Helen Mattias, Banning 

 
Helen Mattias has volunteering in 
Banning for a little over a year.  She 
is always there when needed and 
invariably  arrives with a smile and a 
willingness to work — and she works 
hard!  Helen helps with our outreach 
programs at Petco and the Cabazon 
Outlets, plus she walks and socializes 
the animals at the shelter two days a 
week.  Helen also  attended the Pet 
Expo in Costa Mesa this year for a 
wonderful outcome:  80 dogs adopted 
in one weekend! 
 
Helen is the mother of four — three  
boys and one girl — and the 
grandmother of seven.  She is so 
selfless, though, that you never hear 
her talking about herself because she 
is so involved with helping all the 
shelter’s animals. 
 

A retired physical 
education teacher, 
Helen married the 
high school coach 
and taught at 
Pioneer High 
School, Whittier 
High School, and 
a Catholic girls 
school in 
California.    With 

her large family and active career, it’s 
no wonder that Helen is such a 
tireless “worker bee” at the Banning 
shelter. 
 
All the animals are rewarded by 
Helen’s amazing dedication.  But 
Charlie the Dog is doubtless the 
luckiest because Helen adopted him.  
Charlie is one of the first animals 
saved by the Emergency 
Preparedness Animal Protection 
rescue organization of Sun Lakes.   
 
Helen has been instrumental in 
promoting the adoptions of many 
shelter animals, including two very 
recently, Wolfy and Ebony.  She 

makes a huge difference in what the 
shelter does, and she richly deserves 
this honor, and more! 

 
Lee Powell, Coachella Valley 

 
A recent retiree 
who moved to 
North Indio about 
18 months ago, 
Lee was 
recognized by 
CVAC for his 
countless hours 
of dedication to 
the shelter in 
Thousand Palms.   

 
Before his involvement with the 
Animal Campus, Lee worked as a 
political analyst, budget and programs 
manager, and editor  for the Central 
Intelligence Agency.  He also spent 
several years with San Diego State 
University in philanthropic 
development and public relations. 
 
Now, Lee relishes what he describes 
as “the ultimate luxury:  time.”  In 
addition to animal welfare issues, 
Lee volunteers for the causes of 
environmental protection and 
wilderness preservation.  And he 
enjoys writing feature stories for his 
community’s monthly news magazine. 
 
“Lee frequently spends time in the 
volunteer office socializing cats and 
providing them extra one-on-one 
attention,” Volunteer Program 
Manager Candace McGrew said. 
“This really helps make our felines 
that much more adoptable. We can’t 
thank him enough.”  Lee’s volunteer 
service recently surpassed the 
200-hour mark. 
 
One of Lee’s proudest 
accomplishments came roughly six 
months ago, when he took on an 
orange male tabby “project cat” whom 
Lee named Samson.  “He was just 
plain scared,” Lee recalls.  “He would 

not engage with humans at all.  He 
just sat in a corner and howled for 
about a month.”   Eventually, though, 
Samson warmed up to Lee; and it 
gave the volunteer great pleasure to 
see Samson adopted to a loving 
family who now call him “the greatest 
cat ever.” 

 
Chris Cox, Riverside  

 
Chris Cox, a Rubidoux High student, 
earned recognition as volunteer of the 
year by putting in a massive 404.25 
hours of volunteer time.  Chris, 18, 
has worked tirelessly almost every 
day at the Riverside shelter since 
June 2007. 
 
McGrew says that 
Chris, who is 
planning a career 
in the military, “is 
also great at 
keeping 
everyone’s spirits 
up.”   
 
Chris rides his 
bike five miles to and from the shelter 
on the days he comes in to help.  
Adoption assistance, dog walking, 
and organizing dog-washing events 
are some of Chris’ favorite tasks.  He 
also assembled a group of teenagers 
and shelter dogs to walk in the Fourth 
Annual Salute to Veterans Parade in 
downtown Riverside in mid-April. 
 
“Chris is just a gem,” McGrew said. 
“He has a great spirit and is willing to 
help on so many activities. The 
animals benefit because of his 
wonderful energy.” 
 
The county Board of Supervisors 
honored Chris – and volunteers from 
various other county departments – 
at its regularly scheduled meeting on 
April 28. 
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From Banning …  

 
This month, the Banning shelter 
is proud to honor Barbara 
Djordjevic , affectionately 
nicknamed “Sunshine” because 
of her great big smile no matter 
what the weather or the task. 
 
Barbara is a mainstay in helping 
to clicker-train our dogs who 
need more socialization to 
prepare for adoption.  Some have never interacted with 
humans but, within an hour, Barbara has taught them to 
sit, stay, make eye contact, and walk on a leash without 
tugging.  She really knows how to connect with animals! 
 
Whenever our shelter is in need, Barbara is there to 
help — for instance, during our great sweatshirt donation.  
First, Barbara put out the word; and we had a huge 
response.  Then, she cut the shirts and added Velcro to 
them so they would keep the dogs warm — plus, it was 
like a doggie fashion show! 
 

From Coachella Valley …  
 

CVAC is pleased to announce the 
selection of Jeanette Leonard as 
“Volunteer of the Month” for June! 
 
Not only is Jeanette one of our most 
dedicated volunteers:  she is at the 
shelter nearly every day walking and 
grooming dogs.  And she frequently 
participates in offsite adoption events 
(like the shelter’s new outreach every 
Friday and Saturday at the Petsmart 

store on Monterey Avenue in Palm Desert).   
 
Jeanette also became an “angel” to one shelter dog by 
paying out of her own pocket for medical treatment that 
the shelter cannot provide. 

 

From Riverside …  
 
Judith and husband Scott Farnham have both been 
instrumental to us at the Riverside shelter.  For example, 
through their wonderful efforts, we were able to 
accomplish six “dog washes” for over 200 dogs.   
                   
The couple also spent three 
very long days, working 15+ 
hours each, to assist us with 
getting ready for the Orange 
County Pet Expo.  They helped 
to pack up equipment, load 
animals, set everything up, and 
then haul it all back.  Plus, 
Judith and Scott helped train our 
new volunteers in dog walking, 
cat socializing, and nine other volunteer training classes 
plus two volunteer orientations.   
 
They both also participated in our annual adopt-a-thon 
event for two full days. 
 

Barbara, Jeanette, and  
Judith and Scott, we cannot 

thank you enough 
for everything you do!  
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Questions or Comments? 
Please contact your 

Volunteer Coordinator: 
 

Banning, (951) 922-3301. 
 

CVAC, (760) 343-4430. 
 

Riverside, (951) 358-7973. 


