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Officer Handles Lizard;
Critter at Riverside Shelter
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Public Information Chief

An alligator in a Coachella Valley residential
swimming pool. A little goat in a Pedley-area
Carl’s Jr. restaurant. An 11-foot python in south-
west Riverside County.

Our animal control officers do get some odd
calls. Here’s the latest: Animal Control Officer
Christopher Peck worked the Sunday (Oct. 18) shift
and was dispatched to the La Sierra area of River-

side. A resident called

about a large critter in
his garage.

Officer Peck figured he
was going to be collect-
ing another iguana. But
when he arrived, he
soon discovered a much
larger lizard.

He said he had a “What
the heck is this?” type
of moment.

The 25-pound, three-
foot lizard was tucked
under some shelving in
the family’s garage. At first, Officer Peck was go-
ing to use his catch pole, but the lizard seemed
unbothered and uninterested in looping device.

Realizing the critter was very docile, Peck
reached in with his bare hands and scooped it out of
its hiding space.

“That’s one of the largest lizards I’ve picked
up,” Officer Peck said. “I wasn’t sure about it at
first. He was either laying down being lazy or just
being sleepy.”

After he recovered it, he and the Argentine
black and White Tegu lizard became instant celeb-
rities. People started snapping pictures.

The man who called Animal Services about the
lizard said he knows one of his neighbors owns
similar exotic pets. Officer Peck left a green card
on that man’s door with information about how to
recover the pet, if it is his.

“I figured someone would have picked it up by
now,” the officer said. “But it’s still there at the
Riverside Shelter. From what I hear, they’re pretty
expensive — and this one was very well cared for. I
hope it finds itself back to his home and has a nice
life.”

Animal Care Technician Cynthia Ingels shows
off the most recent odd critter recovered by one
of the Department of
Christopher Peck, above left. This Tegu lizard
is believed to belong to a neighbor of the man
who found it in his garage. But, so far, no one
has claimed it yet.
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