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Lisa Chavez, above, with yet another stray husky at the River-
side Animal Shelter. Huskies are known for their propensity  
for yard escapism and passion for running. After all, they were 
bred for such work. Astro II, far right, is the dog that tested 
poorly in its temperament assessment. But Lisa worked on the 
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adopted by a loving family in March 2008. 

She Loves Saving Huskies 

Animal Care Technician Lisa Chavez loves seeing as 

many homeless pets get adopted as possible. She especially loves 

making sure huskies go to loving homes. 

More than a year ago one husky caught Lisaôs eyes. The dog 

had some behavior problems. Usually Animal Services will work 

with its adoption/rescue group partners when it has a specific 

breed, but Lisa requested to take this dog on herself as a special 

project dog. 

This dog did not do well in its 

SAFER assessment, but Lisa was commit-

ted to improving his temperament. 

Lisa once adopted a husky from the 

Riverside Animal Shelter when the dog 

was just 2 months old. Astro, as Lisa called 

him, lived to 11, until his passing three 

years ago. She named her project dog As-

tro II to honor her beloved Astro. She 

asked Animal Servicesô behavior team members how she could 

improve Astro IIôs behavior. She got the tips and used her regular 

breaks and lunch time. 

Astro IIôs behavior started improving fast. Within a short 

period, Astro II was ready for another assessment. One of his big-

gest issues in the earlier assessment had to do with the sensitivity 

test, recalled Behaviorist Kristi Slane. 

But after his earlier troubles, Astro II was a changed dog, 

thanks to Lisaôs compassionate dedication. A family adopted the 

husky on March 12, 2008. 

ñI just love their personality,ò Lisa says of her favorite breed. 

ñAnd their blue eyes. And theyôre just lovable ð always crying 

for affection.ò 
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