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The Pound Press Express is an online flash newsletter 

published weekly — and sometimes more! — by the 

Riverside County Department of Animal Services. It 

is sent via e-mail to anyone who would like to receive 

it. Want to be added to the e-mail list? Have a story 

idea? Did you adopt from us and you want to let us 

know how much you love your pet? Please e-mail 

Public Information Chief John Welsh at 

jcwelsh@co.riverside.ca.us 

Fires threatened homes and pets in Riverside County this past 

week, including a handful of fires that sparked up on Tuesday, Sept. 

22. 

The Department of Animal Services dispatched officers to the 

various blazes and plucked animals from the danger when neces-

sary. Animal Control Officer Cecelia Morris scooped up three dogs 

and a tiny kitten near the fire zone in western Riverside area on 

Tuesday night. 

Firefighters were concerned about one property in particular 

where a dog in a backyard was in the line of fire. They knocked 

down a wood fence to allow the dog to es-

cape. Officer Morris recovered the pet soon 

thereafter. (Firefighters also saved the 

home.) 

In the spirit of great teamwork, a Riverside 

Police Department officer restrained a pit 

bull mix for Officer Morris. The cool thing: 

The dog was licensed. Officer Morris called 

one of her colleagues in dispatch to run the 

license and, within a few minutes, she re-

united the 5-year-old red-coated pit bull 

named Roxy with the rightful and apprecia-

tive owners. 

The dogs that had to take a trip to the River-

side Animal Shelter were thoroughly exam-

ined by veterinary team members. 

The tiny kitten Officer Morris pulled out of 

the mess was so small and young that it 

needed specialized foster care. Adoption 

Counselor Stacie Gendraux volunteered for 

the job. As soon as he’s old enough — he 

came in barely 28 days old — he’ll be avail-

able for adoption. 

The two dogs are presumed to be owned by 

someone and the shelter staff hope to reunite 

the dogs with their owners soon. 

It was the second time in less than a week Animal Services 

workers responded to wildfires. The Vail Lake fire east of Temec-

ula ignited on Saturday. Animal Services Lt. Lesley Huennekens 

led a team of officers. One property was already on fire during man-

datory evacuations. A sheriff’s deputy rescued two dogs from that 

home, Lt. Huennekens reported. 

The two dogs pulled from the burning property have already 

been reunited with the owner, she said. 
— Story by John Welsh, Public Information Chief 

Fires Threaten; 

Officers Rescue 

FOSTERING — Adoption Counselor Stacie Gendraux, above, cuddles 

“Kingsford,” plucked from the fire zone Tuesday. A good Samaritan 

found the 1-month-old male cat running on a lawn, put it in a box, then 

delivered it to Officer Cecelia Morris who was patrolling the smoky area. 

Since it is so young,, the kitten needs to be fostered and Stacie quickly 

volunteered. Registered Veterinary Technician Kasey Littlefield, top left,   

shows off one of the dogs rescued from the fire in western Riverside. 

Officer Morris is featured in the bottom left file photograph. Photos by 

John Welsh and Officer Tiffany Fuller. 


